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DaleHartle Award for Best Club Webste 2011
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‘ Seven club websites were entered in the 2011 Award:

Toastmasters @ L unchtime 940555
Foveaux Toastmasters Club 4978
Pamerston North Toastmasters Club 1923
Rangiora Toastmasters Club 9337

Terrace @ 12 Toastmasters Club 7243
Pegasus Toastmasters Club 8922

Biztak Toastmasters Club 1458145

These club stes were visited at least twice by the Digtrict Webmaster and District PRO during
March and April 2011.

A number of issues were identified with the websites:

Noncompliance with Toastmasters Internationa rules for club websites— no logo, no
Trademark Statement

Poor formaiting and layout, making the site difficult to navigate, and pages difficult to read
and understand; poor use of FreeToastHost Sites and its functionality

Out of date information — no up to date information or news, past events and meetings still
being promoted, or too much information in anot very user-friendly formeat

Poorly written content or blank plages, lack of structure, headings, and with broken or
inactive links to externd webdites or emall, insufficient dub identifying information, typing
errors, text pasted from another source without reformatting

Poorly optimised photographs — stretched, too dark, not cropped, no captions or explanation
No indication of when the Ste was |last updated, or webmaster contact information

Poor or no metadata such as keywords, page titles and descriptions, making the Site appear
inadequatdly in a Google search result
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* So thereis dill alot of work to be done to train club webmagtersin the basics of building and

managing a club webgite, so that it is compliant, well structured, has well-written up to date content,

\ correctly optimised photographs, links and file downloads, and has sufficient metadata for Google
searches. Club websites need to promote and sdll the club and answer the Six basic questions a
prospective member always asks, be attractive and easy to navigate. Thereisincreasang use of links
to socid media Sites such as Twitter, Facebook and Linkedin. However for these to be successful,
they require congtant maintenance with updates of timely and ussful information.  FreeT oastHost
Stes seem to be the mogt difficult to configure and maintain due to their restricted templates.

* The Winner of the Dale Hartle Award for the Best Club Website 2011 is

* Tearace@12 Toastmasters Club
‘ WWW.ter raceat12.co.nz
A Webmaster: Alex Dean, VP Public Relations
* (fresh new design, linksto socid media (Toastmasters Twitter),
‘ ussful navigation menu, news in a blog format from home page)
\
‘ Congratulations!
\
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By Dale Hartle DTM, District 72 Webmaster
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